Running Head: THE CIVIL WAR 		2

THE CIVIL WAR 		1













The Civil War by Ken Burns.
Name
Institutional affiliation




This is a nine series documentary that highlights the American Civil War. The first series depicts slavery as the main cause of the war, election of Abraham Lincoln as president in 1860 and the inauguration of Jefferson Davies as President of the Confederacy. The second and third explain the birth of warfare and war at Antietam, while the fourth gives a description of how General Jackson is killed and invasion of the North. Universe of the Battle is the fifth series of the documentary. The climax of this series is the speech by the president and the dedication of the Union cemetery at Gettysburg. The remaining series give more details of the war and its consequences.
Concept learnt.
The war created a New Industrial America. There was increase in manufacturing industries as well as technological advancements. This industrial revolution was particularly noticeable in the North where they had big industries, cars and good banking systems. The industrialization also came with expansion of old industries like steel manufacturing and new electrical power plants. There was also an expansion in agriculture that meant production of food in large scale. New Industrial America created job opportunities and this led to the creation of Trade unions that fought for the rights of American workers.
The Civil War championed  New Journalism. People’s views and opinions on the war and political affiliations were aired on local newspapers. Since cameras were not widespread, media houses sent people on the ground to draw a description of what happened. The revolution of journalism meant that other avenues such as sports, crime and business were explored. More and more students took up communication courses and went into the field either as reporters, editors or photographers. Matthew Brady, a famous photographer, for example went to the battlefield after the war to film the aftermath.
The war led to the spread of Christianity. By 1861, America was among the nations in the world that had most of its citizens believe in one God. Many Americans attributed success in the war to being righteous and following the commandments. Success and failure in the war was therefore related to God’s favor or wrath. Soldiers in the battlefield believed that God was their guide and protector. Thomas Jackson for example was content with his life that even in his death, he believed that it was God’s will. This kind of faith sustained most soldiers and gave them hope for better days.
The Civil War is an impactful event in the lives of Americans. It goes down as a war that caused emotional, social, economic and physical changes in the lives of Americans. This historical event paved way for democracy through the leadership of President Lincoln who insisted that government is of the people, by the people and for the people. Additionally, the war birthed the growth of agricultural, manufacturing and media industries. This is a move that led to growth of infrastructure such as roads, modern schools and health facilities thus improving the lives of Americans. Christianity also spread during these times with churches being set up across the country. Belief in one God increased peoples’ faith and gave them reason to be hopeful for eternal life. In a nutshell, one cannot talk about the history of America without mentioning the Civil War as it had a major impact on the citizens of America up to date.





Reference
The Civil War | Ken Burns | PBS. 2021. Watch The Civil War | Ken Burns | PBS. [online] Available at: <https://www.pbs.org/kenburns/the-civil-war/> [Accessed 1 June 2021].
